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“The 10th edition of Italian Design Day: RE-DESIGN.
Regenerating Spaces, Objects, Ideas and Relationships”

The Italian Design Day in Korea is the most important annual event dedicated to Italian Design,
in partnership with Korean design. The Italian Design Ambassador for the 2026 edition is
Michele De Lucchi, one of the leading figures of contemporary Italian design and architecture,

Masterclass “Life is a Dance” by Michele De Lucchi

founder of AMDL CIRCLE and a key protagonist of the Alchimia and Memphis movements.

The Masterclass, titled “Life is a Dance,” will explore design as part of a continuous process of
transformation, where architecture, spaces, materials and ideas evolve over time. The lecture
reflects on regeneration as the ability to recognize value in change, memory and imperfection,
proposing a human-centered approach to design that responds to social, economic and

cultural transformations.

10 March 2026
h 17:00 - 19:00

@ High Street Italia / 69 Garosu-gil, Gangnam-gu, Seoul

Program

Welcome Address

H.E. Emilia Gatto
Ambassador of Italy to the Republic of Korea

Ferdinando Gueli
Italian Trade Commissioner

Masterclass

Michele De Lucchi
Architect, Designer and Artist
Founder of AMDL CIRCLE studio

0&A

Italian Networking Reception

Kindly RSVP by 5 March

English and Korean simultaneous interpretation will be provided
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Design Ambassador for Italian Design Day 2026:
MICHELE DE LUCCHI

Architect, designer and artist. — He was one of the key players in
Alchimia and Memphis and head of Olivetti Design from 1988 to
2002. He is the designer of the world's best-selling lamp, the
Tolomeo by Artemide, awarded the Compasso d'Oro in 1987. He
has designed furniture for the most renowned Italian and
European companies and has realized architectural projects all
over the world in the cultural, business, industrial and residential
fields.

In 2000 he received the title of "Ufficiale della Repubblica
Italiana" from President Azeglio Ciampi. In 2001 he has been
nominated Professor at the IUAV in Venice. In 2006 he received
the Honorary Doctorate from Kingston University. In 2008 he has
been nominated Professor at the Design Faculty of the
Politecnico of Milan and Member of the Accademia Nazionale di
San Luca in Rome. In 2018 he was Guest Editor of the magazine
“Domus”. In 2022 he was honoured with the Compasso d'Oro
Career Award. In 2024, he was appointed Academician at the
Accademia delle Arti del Disegno in Florence and Officer of Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French
Ministry of Culture. In 2025 he was named Asahikawa Special Design Ambassador.

For over twenty years he has drawn, painted and carved objects and models out of wood in his
workshops in Milan and Angera, seeking the essential nature of the architectural form, providing a
source of inspiration for his professional projects. In 2003 the Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris
acquired a substantial number of his works. Selections of his designs can be found in the most
important museums in Europe, the United States and Japan.

He is founder and part of the multifaceted studio AMDL CIRCLE, internationally renowned for its
humanistic approach. AMDL CIRCLE works across many sectors providing its clients with expressive
and strategic projects that embrace architecture, interiors, design and graphics. It carries out ongoing
research on the future of architecture and its responsibility in imagining projects that not only
acknowledge change but, where possible, inspire it.

Title of the Masterclass: “Life is a dance”

The Zeitgeist of this era invites us to think of design as part of the cycle of life to which we ourselves
belong. Architecture and design can no longer be understood as final acts, but as elements of an
ongoing transformation, where every space, every material, and every idea continues to evolve over
time.

Regeneration is the recognition of value in imperfection, in the traces that time gently leaves behind,
and in the possibility of continuous change of form and meaning.

“Life is a Dance” evokes a way of designing that takes into account the evolution of reality, social,
economic, and cultural transformations. It does not seek final forms, but works with time, memory,
and happiness.
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